Snapshot of civil registration and vital statistics systems of Pakistan by Đoković, Zoran
C E N T R E O F  E XC E L L E N C E
f or C R V S S y st e m s
L E C E N T R E D’ E X C E L L E N C E
s ur l e s s y st è m e s E S E C
S N A P S H O T
O F CI VI L R E GI S T R A TI O N A N D VI T A L S T A TI S TI C S S Y S T E M S O F
P A KI S T A N
SNAPSHOT OF CRVS SYSTEMS OF PAKISTANii
Program information
About the Centre of Excellence for 
CRVS Systems
Housed at the International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC), the Centre of Excellence for Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) Systems is 
a global knowledge and resource hub that actively 
supports national efforts to develop, strengthen, 
and scale-up CRVS systems. It collaborates 
with organizations and experts to broker access 
to information and expertise, including global 
standards, tools, research evidence, and relevant 
good practice.
The Centre of Excellence was established with 
funding from Global Affairs Canada and IDRC 
and contributes directly to the work of the Global 
Financing Facility, a key financing platform of 
the UN Secretary General’s Global Strategy for 
Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health.
About the International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC)
Part of Canada’s foreign affairs and development 
efforts, IDRC invests in knowledge, innovation, 
and solutions to improve the lives of people in 
the developing world. IDRC works with many 
stakeholders, including civil society organizations, 
think tanks, regional organizations, and government 
departments to promote growth, reduce poverty, 
and drive large-scale positive change.
Published by the Centre of Excellence for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) Systems with valuable support 
from the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). This publication was authored by 
Zoran Đoković, a consultant for the CRVS Systems.
International Development Research Centre  




© International Development Research Centre 2021 
The research presented in this publication was carried out with financial and technical assistance from the Centre of 
Excellence for CRVS Systems. Housed at the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), it is jointly funded 
by Global Affairs Canada and IDRC. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent those of Global Affairs 
Canada, IDRC, or its Board of Governors.
Please visit CRVSsystems.ca/country-profiles to see the latest version of this profile, or else to consult the published 
profiles of other countries.
PAKISTAN 1
Contents
Program information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Brief country profile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
CRVS dimensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Civil registration system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Legislative framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Management, organization, and operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vital statistics system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Vital statistics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Causes of death  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Digitization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Computerization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Population register  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Interface with other sectors and operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Improvement initiatives and external support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Improvement plan and budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Support from development partners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Endnotes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
S N A P S H O T O F C R V S S Y S T E M S O F P A KI S T A N2
B al o c hi st a n
Si n d h
P u nj a b
Gil git -
B alti st a n
A z a d J a m m u
a n d K a s h mir
K h y b er
P a k ht u n k h w a
I sl a m a b a d
C a pit al T errit or y
I n t r o d u c ti o n
T h e p ur p o s e of t hi s r e p ort i s t o pr o vi d e a bri ef 
i ntr o d u cti o n t o t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n a n d vit al 
st ati sti c s ( C R V S) s y st e m i n t h e I sl a mi c R e p u bli c 
of  P a ki st a n.
T h e i nf or m ati o n w a s b a s e d o n a d e s k r e vi e w 
of  a v ail a bl e d o c u m e nt s o n t h e I nt er n et. 
A m o n g ot h er t hi n g s, t h e r e p ort pr e s e nt s: 
 B a c k gr o u n d i nf or m ati o n o n t h e c o u ntr y; 
 S el e ct e d i n di c at or s r el e v a nt f or C R V S 
i m pr o v e m e nt pr o c e s s e s; 
 St a k e h ol d er s’ a cti viti e s; a n d 
 R e s o ur c e s a v ail a bl e t o str e n gt h e n 
C R V S  s y st e m s.
B ri ef c o u n t r y p r o fil e 
T h e I sl a mi c R e p u bli c of P a ki st a n i s l o c at e d i n S o ut h 
A si a, b or d er e d b y I n di a t o t h e e a st, Af g h a ni st a n t o 
t h e w e st, Ir a n t o t h e s o ut h w e st, a n d C hi n a t o t h e 
n ort h e a st. I n t h e s o ut h it h a s s o m e 1, 0 0 0 k m of 
c o a stli n e al o n g t h e Ar a bi a n S e a a n d G ulf of O m a n.
P a ki st a n c o n si st s of f o ur pr o vi n c e s ( B al o c hi st a n, 
K h y b er P a k ht u n k h w a, P u nj a b, a n d Si n d h), 
t w o a ut o n o m o u s t errit ori e s ( A z a d J a m m u a n d 
K a s h mir, Gil git - B alti st a n) a n d o n e f e d er al t errit or y 
(I sl a m a b a d C a pit al T errit or y). E a c h pr o vi n c e a n d 
t errit or y i s s u b di vi d e d i nt o di vi si o n s, w hi c h ar e 
f urt h er s u b di vi d e d i nt o di stri ct s, w hi c h ar e f urt h er 
s u b di vi d e d i nt o t e h sil s, or t al u k a, w hi c h ar e f urt h er 
s u b di vi d e d i nt o u ni o n c o u n cil s.
 L a n d ar e a: 8 8 1, 9 1 3 k m 2
 P o p ul ati o n: 2 1 2, 2 1 5, 0 3 0, 1 wit h a n e sti m at e d 
a n n u al gr o wt h r at e of 2. 1 p er c e nt. 2  A s of 2 0 1 8, 
3 7  p er c e nt of t h e p o p ul ati o n r e si d e i n ur b a n 
ar e a s, 3  wit h t h e r e m ai ni n g 6 3 p er c e nt r e si di n g 
i n r ur al ar e a s.
 C a pit al cit y: I sl a m a b a d
 O ffi ci al w or ki n g l a n g u a g e s: Ur d u a n d E n gli s h
 Mi ni str y r e s p o n si bl e f or ci vil r e gi str ati o n: L o c al 
u ni o n c o u n cil s a n d t h e N ati o n al D at a b a s e a n d 
R e gi str ati o n A ut h orit y ( N A D R A)
 Ci vil r e gi str ati o n a g e nt s: L o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s  
 N ati o n al st ati sti c al o ffi c e: P a ki st a n B ur e a u of 
St ati sti c s
P a ki st a n
Di s cl ai m er: T h e b o u n d ari e s a n d n a m e s s h o w n a n d  
t h e d e si g n ati o n s u s e d o n t hi s m a p d o n ot i m pl y o ffi ci al 




Completeness of birth registration 25% (2018)4
Children under 5 years of age whose births were reported as registered 42%5 (2017–18)6
Births attended by skilled health personnel 69% (2017–18)7
Women aged 15–49 who received antenatal care from a skilled provider 86% (2017–18)8
DPT1 immunization coverage among 1-year-olds 75% (2018)9
Crude birth rate (per 1,000 population) 28 (2018)10
Total fertility rate (live births per woman) 3.5 (2018)11
Adolescent fertility rate (per 1,000 girls aged 15–19 years) 38 (2018)12
Population under age 15 34% (2012)13
Deaths
Completeness of death registration 52% (2018)14
Crude death rate (per 1,000 population) 7 (2019)15
Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 57 (2018)16
Under 5 mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 69.3 (2018)17
Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births) 140 (2017)18
Marriages and divorces
Marriage registration rate                        Not available
Women aged 20–24 first married or in union before age 15               3% (2013)19
Women aged 20–24 first married or in union before age 18 18% (2018)20
Divorce registration rate Not available
Vital statistics including causes of death data
Compilation and dissemination of civil registration-based statistics Not available
Medically certified causes of death Available
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Ci vil r e gi s t r a ti o n s y s t e m
L e gi sl ati v e fr a m e w or k
U ntil 1 9 5 9, r e gi str ati o n of birt h s a n d d e at h s w a s 
c o n d u ct e d p er a ct s a n d r ul e s e n a ct e d w ell b ef or e 
t h e cr e ati o n of P a ki st a n i n 1 9 4 7. C h a n g e s t o t h e 
r e gi str ati o n pr o c e d ur e s w er e i ntr o d u c e d wit h 
t h e a d o pti o n i n 1 9 5 9 of t h e B a si c D e m o cr a ci e s 
Or d er a n d t h e M u ni ci p al A d mi ni str ati o n Or di n a n c e 
i ntr o d u c e d i n 1 9 6 0. T h e s e n e w r e g ul ati o n s 
m a d e r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s m a n d at or y a n d 
i m pl e m e nt e d t h e r e gi str ati o n pr o c e s s u nif or ml y 
i n b ot h ur b a n a n d r ur al ar e a s. At pr e s e nt, 
r e gi str ati o n of birt h s a n d d e at h s i s r e g ul at e d 
b y l o c al g o v er n m e nt a ct s ( P u nj a b / K P / Si n d h 
L o c al G o v er n m e nt A ct s 2 0 1 3 , B al o c hi st a n L o c al 
G o v er n m e nt A ct 2 0 1 0 , a n d Gil git - B alti st a n L o c al 
G o v er n m e nt A ct 2 0 1 4 ).
M arri a g e i s r e g ul at e d b y a r a n g e of l a w s t h at eit h er 
a p pl y t o all citi z e n s or o nl y t o a s p e ci fi c r eli gi o u s 
c o m m u nit y:
 C hri sti a n M arri a g e A ct , 1 8 7 2 
 C hri sti a n Di v or c e A ct , 1 8 6 9 
 Hi n d u M arri a g e A ct , 2 0 1 7 
 C hil d M arri a g e R e str ai nt A ct , 1 9 2 9 
 P ar si M arri a g e a n d Di v or c e A ct , 1 9 3 6 
 Di s s ol uti o n of M u sli m M arri a g e s A ct , 1 9 3 9 
 M u sli m F a mil y L a w s Or di n a n c e , 1 9 6 1 
 F a mil y C o urt s A ct , 1 9 6 4 ( M u sli m) 
 D o wr y a n d Bri d al Gift s ( R e stri cti o n) A ct , 1 9 7 6  
( all citi z e n s of P a ki st a n) 
 G u ar di a n s a n d W ar d s A ct  ( a p pli c a bl e t o all 
citi z e n s of P a ki st a n b ut t h e c o m m u niti e s m a y 
f oll o w t h eir o w n p er s o n al l a w i n st e a d) 
A n i n - d e pt h a n al y si s w a s c o n d u ct e d of t h e ci vil 
r e gi str ati o n l e g al fr a m e w or k i n 2 0 1 9 wit h t h e 
s u p p ort of U NI C E F. B a s e d o n t h e r e p ort, c h a n g e s 
h a v e b e e n pr o p o s e d t o t h e l e g al fr a m e w or k. T h e s e 
c h a n g e s w er e a w aiti n g a p pr o v al b y P arli a m e nt, 
e x p e ct e d i n 2 0 2 0. T h e s e c h a n g e s i n cl u d e d t h e 
2 0 1 8 dr aft P er s o n al D at a Pr ot e cti o n Bill , w hi c h i s 
m o d ell e d o n t h e E ur o p e a n U ni o n G e n er al D at a 
Pr ot e cti o n R e g ul ati o n.
M a n a g e m e nt, or g a ni z ati o n, 
a n d  o p er ati o n s 
P a ki st a n h a s a d e c e ntr ali z e d ci vil r e gi str ati o n 
s y st e m i n w hi c h l o c al a d mi ni str ati v e b o di e s, 
l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s, u n d ert a k e t h e a ct u al 
r e gi str ati o n a n d b e ar l e g al r e s p o n si bilit y t o 
c o n d u ct r e gi str ati o n. 
S o m e r e s p o n si biliti e s ar e al s o d el e g at e d t o t h e 
n ati o n al a g e n c y, t h e N ati o n al D at a b a s e a n d 
R e gi str ati o n A ut h orit y ( N A D R A), w hi c h s u p p ort s 
t h e r e gi str ati o n pr o c e s s i n t er m s of di git al 
k e e pi n g a n d pr o vi di n g a c c e s s t o vit al e v e nt s 
r e c or d s r e gi st er e d b y l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s. T h e 
r e s p o n si bilit y of N A D R A (f urt h er s er vi n g a s n ati o n al 
i d e ntit y, or I D, pr o vi d er a g e n c y) e xt e n d s t o e n s uri n g 
c e ntr ali z e d pr o c e s si n g of vit al e v e nt s r e c or d s 
wit hi n a si n gl e ci vil r e gi str ati o n m a n a g e m e nt 
s y st e m. T h e y al s o pr o vi d e i nf or m ati o n a n d 
c o m m u ni c ati o n t e c h n ol o g y (I C T) e q ui p m e nt f or 
di giti z e d r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s a n d i s s u a n c e 
of r e gi str ati o n c erti ffi c at e s. N A D R A o p er at e s u n d er 
t h e Mi ni str y of I nt eri or a s a n o ffi ci al c u st o di a n 
of t h e d at a w ar e h o u s e o n n ati o n al s e c urit y 
a n d  p o p ul ati o n.  
N A D R A i s a di vi si o n of t h e Mi ni str y of t h e I nt eri or 
b ut i s a n i n d e p e n d e nt c or p or at e b o d y. N A D R A 
T e c h n ol o gi e s Li mit e d i s r e gi st er e d wit h t h e 
S e c uriti e s a n d E x c h a n g e C o m mi s si o n of P a ki st a n 
a n d i s w h oll y o w n e d b y N A D R A. Alt h o u g h it sit s 
wit hi n t h e Mi ni str y of t h e I nt eri or, it o p er at e s 
a ut o n o m o u sl y of t h e g o v er n m e nt wit h r e s p e ct t o 
ffi n a n c e a n d m a n a g e m e nt ( a s pr o vi d e d f or b y t h e 
N A D R A Or di n a n c e) a n d r e c ei v e s n o g o v er n m e nt 
f u n di n g. B y virt u e of hi s or h er p o st, t h e c h air of 
N A D R A i s al s o t h e R e gi str ar G e n er al of P a ki st a n. 
N A D R A i s r e s p o n si bl e f or r e gi str ati o n of t h e 
n ati o n al p o p ul ati o n a n d i s s u a n c e of i d e ntit y c ar d s.
P A KI S T A N 5
N ati o n al C R V S s y st e m s c o or di n ati o n 
m e c h a ni s m s 
T h e t a s k of o v er all c o or di n ati o n of C R V S 
d e v el o p m e nt at t h e f e d er al l e v el h a s b e e n 
a s si g n e d t o t h e Mi ni str y of Pl a n ni n g, D e v el o p m e nt 
a n d S p e ci al I niti ati v e s ( M o P D). A T e c h ni c al 
S u p p ort U nit h a s b e e n e st a bli s h e d wit hi n M o P D 
t o o v er s e e a n d f a cilit at e t h e C R V S d e v el o p m e nt 
pr o c e s s. P a ki st a n h a s al s o e st a bli s h e d a hi g h -
l e v el c o or di n ati o n m e c h a ni s m, t h e N ati o n al C R V S 
St e eri n g a n d C o or di n ati o n C o m mitt e e, w hi c h f all s 
u n d er t h e c h air p er s o n s hi p of t h e F e d er al Mi ni st er, 
M o P D. M e m b er s i n cl u d e r e pr e s e nt ati v e s of 
s e v er al  mi ni stri e s: 
 F e d er al pl a n ni n g a n d d e v el o p m e nt  
mi ni str y / d e p art m e nt s;
 Mi ni str y of t h e I nt eri or;
 Mi ni str y of L a w a n d J u sti c e;
 Mi ni str y of N ati o n al H e alt h S er vi c e s R e g ul ati o n s 
a n d C o or di n ati o n;
 N ati o n al D at a b a s e a n d R e gi str ati o n A ut h orit y;
 P a ki st a n B ur e a u of St ati sti c s; 
 Pr o vi n ci al d e p art m e nt s of h e alt h; 
 Pr o vi n ci al l o c al g o v er n m e nt a n d r ur al 
d e v el o p m e nt d e p art m e nt s; a n d
 D e v el o p m e nt p art n er s ( W orl d H e alt h 
Or g a ni z ati o n, U NI C E F, a n d Pl a n I nt er n ati o n al).
O n e of t h e st e eri n g c o m mitt e e’ s k e y o bj e cti v e s i s t o 
di s c u s s, d e v el o p, a n d i m pl e m e nt a c o m pr e h e n si v e 
m ulti - st a k e h ol d er n ati o n al C R V S str at e gi c pl a n a n d 
n ati o n al a cti o n fr a m e w or k. T o f urt h er str e n gt h e n 
t h e c o or di n ati o n m e c h a ni s m, pr o vi n ci al st e eri n g 
c o m mitt e e s h a v e b e e n f or m e d wit h pr o vi n ci al 
o fi c er s of t h e v ari o u s mi ni stri e s a n d d e p art m e nt s 
a s m e m b er s. 
Pr o vi n ci al -l e v el st e eri n g, c o or di n ati o n, a n d 
i m pl e m e nt ati o n c o m mitt e e s h a v e b e e n 
e st a bli s h e d, a s w ell. T h e s e ar e c o m p o s e d of 
a g e n ci e s r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e N ati o n al C R V S 
St e eri n g a n d C o or di n ati o n C o m mitt e e. 
A d mi ni str ati v e -l e v el r e gi str ati o n c e ntr e s 
Hi g hl y d e c e ntr ali z e d ci vil r e gi str ati o n e n s ur e s t h at 
t h e r e gi str ati o n s er vi c e s ar e a v ail a bl e at t h e l o w e st 
l e v el s of p u bli c a d mi ni str ati o n: l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s. 
T h e a c c e s si bilit y of r e gi str ati o n s er vi c e s t h er ef or e 
m at c h e s a v ail a bilit y of ot h er b a si c s er vi c e s 
pr o vi d e d b y t h e p u bli c a d mi ni str ati o n.  
A c c e s si bilit y of ci vil r e gi str ati o n s er vi c e s 
Ot h er t h a n m a ki n g r e gi str ati o n s er vi c e s a v ail a bl e 
at t h e l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s, a n y f urt h er m e a n s of 
e n s uri n g s h ort er di st a n c e s t o r e gi str ati o n o ffi c e s i s 
li n k e d wit h t h e g o v er n m e nt d e ci si o n t o i n cr e a s e 
t h e n u m b er of l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s, s h ort e ni n g t h e 
di st a n c e s t o t h e n e ar e st a d mi ni str ati v e p oi nt. 
R e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s
Birt h r e gi str ati o n  i s d o n e b y t h e l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s 
u p o n a r e q u e st b y p ar e nt s or cl o s e r el ati v e s at t h eir 
pl a c e of r e si d e n c e, w h o m u st pr e s e nt t h eir N ati o n al 
I d e ntit y C ar d ( NI C). T h e r e q u e st s h o ul d b e b a c k e d 
b y a birt h n oti ffi c ati o n fr o m t h e h o s pit al or att e n d a nt 
mi d wif e. If t h e c hil d w a s n ot b or n i n a h o s pit al or 
w a s b or n wit h o ut t h e pr e s e n c e of a mi d wif e, a 
v a c ci n ati o n c ar d i s u s e d a s d o c u m e nt ati o n. T h e 
u ni o n c o u n cil c h air p er s o n si g n s F or m A, b ut if s h e 
or h e i s a b s e nt, t h e vi c e c h air i s a ut h ori z e d t o si g n 
t h e d o c u m e nt o n hi s or h er b e h alf. T h e p ar e nt s 
k e e p t h e ori gi n al F or m A, a n d t h e u ni o n c o u n cil 
k e e p s a c o p y al o n g wit h t h e r e q uir e d d o c u m e nt s 
(f or e x a m pl e, a h o s pit al n ot e a n d a c o p y of t h e 
p ar e nt s’ el e ctr o ni c NI C s). T h e u ni o n c o u n cil t h e n 
r e gi st er s t h e birt h i n it s m a n u al r e gi st er. 
Pr o vi n c e s h a v e di ffi er e nt ti m efr a m e s f or r e gi str ati o n 
p er t h eir r e s p e cti v e b y -l a w s; f or i n st a n c e, P u nj a b 
i s wit hi n 6 0 d a y s w hil e Si n d h i s wit hi n 3 0 d a y s. If 
r e gi str ati o n i s d o n e l at er t h a n s e v e n y e ar s aft er 
birt h, t h e p ar e nt s m u st o bt ai n a n a ffi d a vit fr o m 
c o urt a n d t h e di stri ct c o m mi s si o n er h a s t o a p pr o v e 
t h e r e gi str ati o n. T h e p ar e nt s will al s o h a v e t o 
s u b mit a m e di c al att e st ati o n t h at e v al u at e s t h e 
a g e of t h e c hil d a n d a s c h o ol att e st ati o n w h e n 
c o m pl eti n g F or m A. T h e p ar e nt s n e e d t o p u bli s h a 
n ot e i n a l o c al n e w s p a p er st ati n g t h at t h e y i nt e n d 
t o r e gi st er t h e c hil d.
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B a c kl o g of u nr e gi st er e d birt h s
N o i nf or m ati o n a v ail a bl e.
S a m pl e r e gi str ati o n f or m s
T h e d e si g n of t h e r e gi str ati o n f or m s i s n ot u nif or m 
a cr o s s all pr o vi n c e s. T h e s a m pl e s b el o w r e pr e s e nt 
a d e si g n t h at i s v ali d o nl y i n a s p e ci fi c pr o vi n c e. 
 Birt h c erti ffi c at e s a m pl e: i 1. w p. c o m /
birt h c erti ffi c at e p a ki st a n. c o m / w p - c o nt e nt /
u pl o a d s / N a dr a - P a ki st a ni - Birt h - C erti ffi c at e.
j p g ? w = 4 4 3 & s sl = 1 B ort h 
 D e at h c erti ffi c at e s a m pl e: bi z p oi nt o nli n e. c o m /
w p - c o nt e nt / u pl o a d s / 2 0 1 7 / 0 2 / s a m pl e - n a dr a -
d e at h - c erti fi c at e - p a ki st a n.j p g  
 D e at h r e gi str ati o n f or m ( F or m B): c d a. g o v. p k /
d o c u m e nt s / F O R M S / d e at h -r e g. p df  
 M arri a g e c erti fi c at e s a m pl e: z a hi dl a w. c o m / w p -
c o nt e nt / u pl o a d s / 2 0 2 0 / 0 1 / n a dr a - m arri a g e -
c erti fi c at e.j p g  
R e gi str ati o n f e e 
Birt h r e gi str ati o n i s d o n e fr e e of c h ar g e e x c e pt i n 
B al u c hi st a n pr o vi n c e, w hi c h c h ar g e s 1 0 0 r u p e e s 
( U S $ 0. 6 0). E x c e pt P u nj a b pr o vi n c e, pr o vi n c e s 
c h ar g e 2 0 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 1. 2 0) f or l at e birt h 
r e gi str ati o n. T h e f e e c h ar g e d f or i s s ui n g a birt h 
c erti fi c at e i s 1 0 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 6 0). T h e p e n alt y 
f or l at e r e gi str ati o n v ari e s d e p e n di n g o n h o w l at e 
t h e c hil d i s r e gi st er e d: 5 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 3 0) i s t h e 
c h ar g e aft er a p eri o d of 6 0 t o 1 0 0 d a y s, 1 0 0 r u p e e s 
( U S $ 0. 6 0) f or 1 0 1 t o 2 0 0 d a y s, 1 5 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 9 0) 
f or 2 0 1 t o 3 0 0 d a y s, a n d 2 0 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 1. 2 0) fr o m 
t h er e o n. 
D e at h r e gi str ati o n i s d o n e fr e e of c h ar g e. I n c a s e 
of l at e r e gi str ati o n, 5 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 3 0) i s c h ar g e d 
aft er a p eri o d of 6 0 t o 1 0 0 d a y s, 1 0 0 r u p e e s 
( U S $ 0. 6 0) f or 1 0 1 t o 2 0 0 d a y s, 1 5 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 9 0) 
f or 2 0 1 t o 3 0 0 d a y s, a n d 2 0 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 1. 2 0) 
fr o m t h er e o n. 
F e e s f or m arri a g e r e gi str ati o n v ar y d e p e n di n g o n 
t h e pl a c e of r e gi str ati o n.
Aft er t h e r e gi str ati o n, p ar e nt s r e c ei v e ori gi n al  
F or m A. O ffi ci al c erti fi c ati o n fr o m N A D R A r e q uir e s  
3 w or ki n g d a y s f or ti m el y r e gi str ati o n, 7 w or ki n g 
d a y s i n c a s e of l at e r e gi str ati o n ( 6 1 d a y s t o 7 y e ar s), 
a n d 2 0 w or ki n g d a y s f or r e gi str ati o n b e y o n d t h e 
a g e of 7 y e ar s. 
A r e q u e st f or d e at h r e gi str ati o n  s h o ul d b e 
s u b mitt e d wit hi n 6 0 d a y s f oll o wi n g t h e d e at h 
o c c urr e n c e. It s h o ul d b e s u b mitt e d b y a s o n or 
ot h er bl o o d r el ati v e at t h e l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil. T h e 
r e q u e st s h o ul d b e b a c k e d wit h a h o s pit al d e at h 
c erti fi c at e, gr a v e y ar d sli p, c o p y of t h e d e c e a s e d’ s 
n ati o n al i d e ntit y c ar d, a n d a c o p y of a s o n’ s or 
i m m e di at e r el ati v e’ s NI C. 
M arri e d c o u pl e s i niti all y g et a m a n u al m arri a g e  
c erti fi c at e ( ni k k a h n a m a ) fr o m t h e s a m e ni k k a h 
k h a w a n  (m ol vi ) w h o s ol e m ni z e d t h e c er e m o n y 
(ni k k a h ), wit h t h e o ffi ci al st a m p a n d si g n at ur e of t h e 
r e gi st er e d ni k k a h k h a w a n . M arri a g e i s r e gi st er e d 
at t h e pl a c e of s ol e m ni z ati o n of t h e m arri a g e. T h e 
ni k a h n a m a  i s t h e n r e gi st er e d wit h t h e r e s p e cti v e 
u ni o n c o u n cil o ffi c e. T o c o m pl et e t h e r e gi str ati o n, 
t h e c o u pl e n e e d s t o pr e s e nt c o pi e s of t h e 
f oll o wi n g: 
 Ni k k a h n a m a / m a n u al m arri a g e c erti fi c at e; 
 Bri d e’ s NI C;
 Bri d e gr o o m’ s NI C;
 NI C s of t h e f at h er s of t h e bri d e a n d bri d e gr o o m; 
 NI C fr o m ni k k a h k h a w a n  (m ol vi ); a n d 
 P a s s p ort s i n c a s e s w h er e t h e bri d e or 
bri d e gr o o m i s f or ei g n.
Vit al e v e nt s r e gi st er e d i n u ni o n c o u n cil s ar e al s o 
e nt er e d a s di git al r e c or d s i n t h e Ci vil R e gi str ati o n 
M a n a g e m e nt S y st e m ( C R M S) u si n g d e di c at e d 
r e gi str ati o n s oft w ar e s u p pli e d a n d m ai nt ai n e d b y 
N A D R A. T h e s y st e m all o w s f or a c c e s s t o p er s o n al 
i nf or m ati o n of i nf or m a nt s a n d all r e gi st er e d vit al 
e v e nt s r e c or d s b el o n gi n g t o a c ert ai n i n di vi d u al. 
C o n s e q u e ntl y, vit al e v e nt s c erti fi c at e s c a n b e 
i s s u e d i n a n y of t h e u ni o n c o u n cil s a cr o s s t h e 




The Pakistan Bureau of Statistics is a federal 
agency under the Government of Pakistan charged 
with national statistical services and providing solid 
and comprehensive statistical research.
No vital statistics are produced from civil 
registration, as the coverage is too low. The 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics is considered the 
entity to generate vital statistics, but there is no 
legal authority to this effect. 
Causes of death 
Cause-of-death statistics are not regularly 
processed by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. Civil 
registration records are also not used as a source 
for processing available statistics data on cause of 
death in Pakistan. As in the case of vital statistics 
information, the cause of death data is collected 
through periodic surveys. 
According to data from 2017 collected in line with 
the methodology developed by the Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation, non-communicable 
diseases (chronic diseases) are estimated to 
account for 58 percent of all deaths in Pakistan. Out 
of all non-communicable diseases, cardiovascular 
diseases are estimated to account for 29 percent of 
deaths, 5 percent by chronic respiratory diseases, 
8 percent by cancer, 3 percent by diabetes, 
and 12 percent by other chronic diseases. The 
remaining 42 percent of deaths were attributed 




NADRA has successfully implemented the CRMS 
at the local government level in Pakistan. Under 
this system, the government can register citizens’ 
vital events (births, marriages, and deaths). The 
system provides an up-to-date status, reporting 
facilities for selected events, and business decision 
models for strategic decision-making in resource 
allocation, hence enabling better governance.
Although NADRA has no authority over the 
registration process itself, it provides the local 
union councils with a data acquisition software 
application and technical assistance through 
designated CRMS supervisors and regional 
management teams. Other than installing and 
supporting the operation of registration software 
in the local union councils, NADRA collects and 
stores all registered vital events centrally in the 
national population database. The software also 
includes an online application that acquires 
authenticated information aimed at the real-
time flow of civil registration data, which allows 
parents’ and informants’ data to be populated from 
the national population database automatically 
using a unique identification number. NADRA also 
designed and started issuing digitally secured 
paper for certificates issued directly from the 
CRMS, which includes a verification mechanism 
to check the authenticity of new digitally 
secured paper. 
NADRA plans to equip a total of 11,116 registration 
centres at the local union council level with digital 
registration processing and access to the CRMS. As 
of 2019, some 8,000 registration sites have been 
linked with the CRMS, with 3,000 remaining to be 
connected. 
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Online registration services at 
health facilities
Other than providing medical certificates later 
required to complete the registration process, 
health facilities are not involved in the registration 
process. Within the framework of the Digital 
Birth Registration project implemented in Sindh 
and Punjab provinces, health workers take an 
active role in capturing birth information and 
communicating it using mobile devices, as 
described in the section below.
Mobile technology application
The Digital Birth Registration project is a joint 
effort between UNICEF Pakistan and the Sindh 
and Punjab provincial governments, with technical 
support from the Telenor mobile network operator 
and departments of local government and health. 
The project was designed to ensure universal 
birth registration for children in target districts, 
primarily through improved governance structures 
and the use of specially designed information 
and communications technologies. Furthermore, 
the governments of Punjab and Sindh, as part of 
the national commitment of achieving universal 
civil registration and vital statistics in Pakistan by 
2024, are fully committed to ensure universal birth 
registration for children under 18.
The project features the use of mobile phones to 
declare births directly from the home by a visiting 
health worker or a nikah registrar, who inputs the 
data into the Digital Birth Registration app on 
his or her phone. The data is then automatically 
transferred to the local union council responsible 
for registration, and the system communicates 
with NADRA for validation. After validation, a 
unique identification number is sent directly to the 
facilitator, who provides it to the applicant. The 
applicant (and/or the facilitator) then presents this 
number, together with the required documents, 
to collect the birth certificate at the union council. 
This way, the Digital Birth Registration system saves 
the applicant at least two visits to the government 
offices. This is important because parents often fail 
to register their children primarily because they 
do not want to lose working days due to travelling 
to and from union councils. The project provides 
service delivery at the doorstep, thus minimizing 
the high opportunity cost associated with birth 
registration, which was one of the major demand-
side limitations.
The project results have been highly encouraging, 
showing that 94 percent of births are now being 
registered in these union councils within the first 60 
days, in accordance with the law.
Unique identification number 
A 13-digit unique identification number is assigned 
at birth when the parents complete the child’s birth 
registration form (Form RG-2, commonly known as 
the B-Form), and then a NIC with the same number 
is issued at the age of 18. For people whose birth 
was never registered, the unique identification 
number is assigned when they apply for an NIC. 
The first five digits of the unique identification 
number are based on the applicant’s locality, the 
next seven are serial numbers, and the last digit 
is a check digit. The last digit also indicates the 
gender of the applicant: an even number indicates 
a female and an odd number indicates a male. 
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P o p ul ati o n r e gi st er 
P a ki st a n’ s n ati o n al p o p ul ati o n d at a b a s e i s 
m a n a g e d b y N A D R A a n d c o v er s a p pr o xi m at el y 
9 8  p er c e nt of t h e e ntir e p o p ul ati o n. 2 1  It i s t h e 
si n gl e s o ur c e of l e g al i d e ntit y d at a a n d i s li n k e d 
t o a C o m p ut eri z e d N ati o n al I d e ntit y C ar d ( C NI C), 
w hi c h i s p o siti o n e d a s t h e n ati o n’ s pri m ar y f or m 
of i d e ntit y v eri fi c ati o n. P er s o n al i nf or m ati o n of 
p er s o n s w h o o bt ai n e d a C NI C i s al s o li n k e d t o 
t h eir p er s o n al r e c or d s i n C R M S u si n g t h eir u ni q u e 
i d e nti ffi c ati o n  n u m b er. 
Di giti z ati o n of hi st ori c al r e gi str ati o n 
r e c or d s 
Di git al vit al e v e nt s r e c or d s e xi st o nl y f or t h o s e 
r e c or d s t h at h a v e b e e n cr e at e d aft er N A D R A 
h a s e q ui p p e d l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s wit h t h e I C T 
r e gi str ati o n pl atf or m. P a p er ar c hi v e s of r e gi st er e d 
vit al e v e nt s at l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s ar e n ot y et 
b ei n g s y st e m ati c all y di giti z e d. 
Li n k wit h i d e nti ffi c ati o n s y st e m 
T h e C NI C i s i s s u e d b y N A D R A. T h e c ar d i s a v ail a bl e 
t o a n y citi z e n of P a ki st a n w h o i s 1 8 y e ar s of a g e 
or ol d er. Alt h o u g h br a n d e d a s c o m p ut eri z e d, t h e 
C NI C i s a l o c al i m pl e m e nt ati o n of a c hi p - e n a bl e d 
el e ctr o ni c i d e ntit y c ar d. I n P a ki st a n, all a d ult 
citi z e n s m u st r e gi st er f or t h e C NI C wit h a u ni q u e 
n u m b er u p o n r e a c hi n g t h e a g e of 1 8. It s er v e s 
a s a n i d e nti ffi c ati o n d o c u m e nt t o a ut h e nti c at e a n 
i n di vi d u al’ s i d e ntit y a s a citi z e n of P a ki st a n. 
T h e di giti z e d pl atf or m f or i s s u a n c e of t h e C NI C 
e n a bl e s C R M S u s er s t o p ull o ut all i d e ntit y 
i nf or m ati o n of a p pli c a nt s w h o pr e vi o u sl y r e gi st er e d 
birt h s a n d s u b s e q u e nt vit al e v e nt s. T h e y c a n 
u s e t hi s d at a t o p o p ul at e t h e C NI C el e ctr o ni c 
a p pli c ati o n f or m. T h e C NI C d at a b a s e i s al s o 
c o n s ult e d i n t h e pr o c e s s of r e gi st eri n g vit al 
e v e nt s. F or i n st a n c e, a n i nf or m a nt’ s i nf or m ati o n 
(f or e x a m pl e, p ar e nt s’ i nf or m ati o n i n t h e pr o c e s s 
of birt h r e gi str ati o n) i s p ull e d o ut dir e ctl y fr o m t h e 
C NI C d at a b a s e b a s e d o n t h e u ni q u e i d e nti ffi c ati o n 
n u m b er pr e s e nt e d. T hi s i nf or m ati o n i s u s e d t o 
a ut o m ati c all y p o p ul at e t h e el e ctr o ni c a p pli c ati o n 
t o r e gi st er t h e vit al e v e nt.
I nt erf a c e wit h ot h er s e ct or s 
a n d  o p er ati o n s
T h e n ati o n al d at a b a s e m ai nt ai n e d b y N A D R A i s 
t h e si n gl e s o ur c e of l e g al i d e ntit y d at a i n P a ki st a n, 
a n d t h e C NI C i s t h e pri m ar y f or m of i d e nti fi c ati o n 
u s e d t o a ut h e nti c at e a cr o s s a n u m b er of p u bli c 
a n d pri v at e s er vi c e s. T h e n ati o n al d at a b a s e 
f e at ur e s d e d u pli c ati o n ( d el eti n g d u pli c at e d at a) 
b a s e d o n bi o m etri c d at a ( A ut o m at e d Fi n g er pri nt 
I d e nti fi c ati o n S y st e m, or A FI S) a n d pr o vi d e s i d e ntit y 
v eri fi c ati o n s er vi c e s t o a n u m b er of p u bli c a n d 
pri v at e e ntiti e s, bill e d a c c or di n g t o a c h ar g e b a c k 
m o d el. 
T h e C NI C i s m a n d at or y f or:
 v oti n g;
 o p e ni n g a n d o p er ati n g b a n k a c c o u nt s;
 o bt ai ni n g a P a ki st a ni p a s s p ort;
 o bt ai ni n g a dri vi n g li c e n c e;
 p ur c h a si n g v e hi cl e s a n d l a n d;
 p ur c h a si n g a pl a n e or tr ai n ti c k et;
 o bt ai ni n g a m o bil e p h o n e SI M c ar d;
 o bt ai ni n g el e ctri cit y, g a s, a n d w at er;
 s e c uri n g a d mi s si o n t o c oll e g e a n d ot h er p o st -
gr a d u at e i n stit ut e s; a n d
 c o n d u cti n g m aj or fi n a n ci al tr a n s a cti o n s.
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I m p r o v e m e n t i ni ti a ti v e s 
a n d e x t e r n al s u p p o r t
I m pr o v e m e nt pl a n a n d b u d g et
Str at e gi c pl a n
Str e n gt h e ni n g C R V S i n P a ki st a n i s o n e of t h e 
g o v er n m e nt’ s pri oriti e s. T h e T e c h ni c al S u p p ort U nit 
w a s e st a bli s h e d u n d er t h e Mi ni str y of Pl a n ni n g, 
D e v el o p m e nt a n d S p e ci al I niti ati v e s wit h a n 
a m biti o u s si x - y e ar r o a d m a p t o pr o m ot e C R V S i n 
t h e c o u ntr y. O n e i niti ati v e i n t hi s pl a n i s t o d e v el o p 
C R V S m o d el di stri ct s ( st arti n g i n 1 0 di stri ct s) 
t hr o u g h o ut P a ki st a n a n d s c al e t hi s t o ot h er ar e a s 
d uri n g t h e n e xt p h a s e.
A n ati o n al str at e g y f or C R V S w a s b ei n g d e v el o p e d 
a n d w a s e x p e ct e d t o b e fi n ali z e d i n 2 0 2 0.
B u d g et ar y all o c ati o n s a n d r e q uir e m e nt s
N A D R A’ s ffi n a n ci n g m o d el d o e s n ot r el y o n 
g o v er n m e nt f u n di n g. It i s d e si g n e d t o e n s ur e 
s u st ai n a bl e ffi n a n ci n g b y r e q uiri n g t h at a f e e f or 
s er vi c e s r e n d er e d b e gi v e n t o t h e g o v er n m e nt. 
T h o s e e ar ni n g s ar e t h e n u s e d t o pr o vi d e a s u b si d y 
t o t h e p o or p e o pl e of P a ki st a n t o e n a bl e t h e m t o 
r e gi st er f or fr e e. Fir st -ti m e a p pli c a nt s f or a n I D c ar d 
g et t h e c ar d fr e e, b ut e x p e dit e d s er vi c e ( wit hi n 
t w o w e e k s) c o st s 1, 1 0 0 r u p e e s ( U S $ 6. 6 0). F urt h er 
r e v e n u e s ar e g e n er at e d fr o m e xt er n al u s er s of 
N A D R A s er vi c e s. F or e x a m pl e, N A D R A c h ar g e s 
b a n k s ar o u n d 3 5 r u p e e s ( U S $ 0. 2 0) p er p er s o n 
f or a ut h e nti c ati n g a n i n di vi d u al w h e n o p e ni n g a 
b a n k a c c o u nt. T h er e w er e i n st a n c e s w h e n N A D R A 
e x p eri e n c e d p e a k s i n s er vi c e d e m a n d, pr o c e s si n g 
u p t o 5 5 milli o n s u c h tr a n s a cti o n s, w hi c h g e n er at e d 
si g ni ffi c a nt i n c o m e a n d i n a s u st ai n a bl e w a y. 
A p u bli c c o m p a n y, N A D R A T e c h n ol o gi e s Li mit e d, 
i s r e gi st er e d wit h t h e S e c uriti e s a n d E x c h a n g e 
C o m mi s si o n of P a ki st a n. It i s w h oll y o w n e d b y 
N A D R A a n d i s a bl e t o bi d f or c o ntr a ct s o ut si d e t h e 
c o u ntr y a n d e ar n r e v e n u e s t h at c a n b e r ei n v e st e d 
i n N A D R A t o s u p p ort it s o p er ati o n s. 
Fi n a n ci n g t o o p er at e vit al e v e nt s r e gi str ati o n sit e s 
at t h e l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s c o m e s fr o m c o u n cil s’ 
o w n b u d g et s. 
A cti viti e s i d e nti ffi e d a s hi g h pri oriti e s
Gi v e n t h e si g ni fi c a n c e of C R V S l e gi sl ati o n, t h e 
T e c h ni c al S u p p ort U nit a p pli e d f or t h e Gl o b al Gr a nt 
Pr o gr a m t hr o u g h t h e Bl o o m b er g P hil a nt hr o pi e s 
D at a f or H e alt h i niti ati v e. Aft er a t h or o u g h a n d 
c o m p etiti v e pr o c e s s, D at a f or H e alt h a p pr o v e d 
t h e gr a nt t o s u p p ort t h e T e c h ni c al S u p p ort U nit’ s 
l e gi sl ati v e r ef or m e fi ort s st arti n g i n A pril 2 0 2 0 a n d 
e xt e n di n g t hr o u g h D e c e m b er 2 0 2 1.
L e gi sl ati o n r ef or m s will f o c u s o n t h e f oll o wi n g 
s p e ci fi c ar e a s:
 C o m pr e h e n si v e m a p pi n g of e xi sti n g l a w s f or vit al 
e v e nt s n oti fi c ati o n, r e gi str ati o n, a n d c erti ffi c ati o n 
at t h e n ati o n al a n d pr o vi n ci al l e v el s;
 I d e ntif yi n g e xi sti n g g a p s i n C R V S l e gi sl ati o n b y 
u si n g i nt er n ati o n al a s s e s s m e nt t o ol s; a n d
 F or m ul ati n g a n d dr afti n g a n i m pr o v e d C R V S 
l e gi sl ati o n fr a m e w or k f or a d o pti o n a n d c o u ntr y -
wi d e i m pl e m e nt ati o n t hr o u g h a br o a d er 
c o n s ult ati v e pr o c e s s a m o n g st a k e h ol d er s.
T h e T e c h ni c al S u p p ort U nit d e fi n e d t h e f oll o wi n g 
a s i m m e di at e pri oriti e s:
 Cr e ati o n a n d l a u n c h of C R V S m o d el di stri ct s; 
 D e v el o p m e nt of a N ati o n al Str at e gi c Pl a n f or 
C R V S; 
 T e c h n ol o g y u p gr a d e s y n er g y a m o n g p art n er s 
f or d at a pr o c e s si n g; 
P A KI S T A N 1 1
 D e v el o p m e nt of a l o n g -t er m C R V S i n v e st m e nt 
c a s e; 
 I m pl e m e nt ati o n of I C D - 1 0 c o di n g i n h o s pit al s f or 
c a u s e s of d e at h; 
 P o s si biliti e s of i n cl u di n g pri v at e pr a ctiti o n er s f or 
C R V S d e at h r e gi str ati o n; a n d 
 Str e n gt h e ni n g of l o c al b o di e s s y st e m s a n d 
s y n er gi e s wit h N A D R A a n d h e alt h d e p art m e nt s.
S u p p ort fr o m d e v el o p m e nt 
p art n er s
P a ki st a n b e n e fit s fr o m t h e s u p p ort of a r a n g e 
of d e v el o p m e nt p art n er s. U NI C E F s u p p ort s 
a ut h oriti e s wit h t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a n ati o n al 
C R V S str at e g y, U nit e d N ati o n s P o p ul ati o n F u n d 
a n d W H O s u p p ort a ut h oriti e s wit h g e n er ati n g vit al 
st ati sti c s, a n d t h e W orl d B a n k pr o vi d e s ffi n a n ci n g of 
C R V S a n d i d e ntit y m a n a g e m e nt -r el at e d a cti viti e s. 
P a ki st a n al s o b e n e ffit s fr o m t h e s u p p ort of a 
d e di c at e d D e v el o p m e nt P art n er s Gr o u p. 
T h e Mi ni str y of Pl a n ni n g, D e v el o p m e nt a n d 
S p e ci al I niti ati v e s, w or ki n g wit h pr o vi n ci al 
d e p art m e nt s, N A D R A, t h e W H O c o u ntr y a n d 
r e gi o n al o ffi c e s, Pl a n I nt er n ati o n al, U NI C E F, a n d 
ot h er p art n er s, or g a ni z e d a s eri e s of r a pi d a n d 
c o m pr e h e n si v e a s s e s s m e nt s of t h e c o u ntr y’ s C R V S 
s y st e m t o a s c ert ai n t h e c urr e nt st at u s of C R V S 
i m pl e m e nt ati o n i n P a ki st a n. T h e s e st u di e s u s e d t h e 
C R V S a s s e s s m e nt t o ol d e v el o p e d b y W H O a n d t h e 
U ni v er sit y of Q u e e n sl a n d, A u str ali a.
C o n cl u si o n
T h e f or m ati o n of t h e N ati o n al D at a b a s e a n d 
R e gi str ati o n A ut h orit y ( N A D R A), r e gi str ati o n of 
i d e ntit y i nf or m ati o n, a n d i s s u a n c e of i d e nti ffi c ati o n 
cr e d e nti al s v er y e arl y pr o v e d all t h e b e n e fit s t h at 
d e v el o p e d ci vil i d e nti fi c ati o n s y st e m s d eli v er 
b ot h t o citi z e n s a n d t h e g o v er n m e nt. F or citi z e n s, 
v ari o u s g o v er n m e nt s er vi c e s h a v e b e c o m e m u c h 
m or e a c c e s si bl e, a n d t h e y c a n b ett er e x er ci s e 
st at e g u ar a nt e e d ri g ht s. F or t h e g o v er n m e nt, t h e 
i d e nti fi c ati o n s y st e m pr o vi d e s m u c h - n e e d e d 
c ert ai nt y r e g ar di n g t h e i d e ntit y of t h e p er s o n wit h 
w h o m t h e y i nt er a ct. 
S u c h a br e a kt hr o u g h wit h ci vil i d e nti fi c ati o n h a s n ot 
y et r e s ult e d i n i n cr e a s e d vit al e v e nt s r e gi str ati o n 
c o v er a g e. T h e p er c e pti o n of v al u e t h at c o m e s wit h 
t h e r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s i s m u c h l e s s t h a n 
i n t h e c a s e of t h e N ati o n al I d e ntit y C ar d. F urt h er 
e n g a g e m e nt of N A D R A wit h l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s 
will dr a m ati c all y i n cr e a s e t h e t e c h ni c al c a p a biliti e s 
of l o c al u ni o n c o u n cil s a n d i n cr e a s e s er vi c e 
s u p pl y. C h all e n g e s r e m ai n o n t h e d e m a n d si d e 
a n d r ai si n g a w ar e n e s s of t h e v al u e of vit al e v e nt s 
r e gi str ati o n. T h e cr e ati o n of hi g h -l e v el i nt er- a g e n c y 
c o or di n ati o n m e c h a ni s m s, e st a bli s h e d t o d e v el o p 
p oli ci e s t o i n cr e a s e vit al e v e nt s r e gi str ati o n r at e s, 
i n di c at e s t h at t hi s i s s u e will b e d e alt wit h a s a 
g o v er n m e nt pri orit y.  
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Resources
Websites
National Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) – nadra.gov.pk/
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics – pbs.gov.pk/
Technical Support Unit, CRVS Ministry of  
Planning, Development and Special Initiatives – 
pc.gov.pk/web/crvs
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